January 9, 2018

But reading Dr. King’s letter, as mas-
terful as it is, is not enough. So today,
in honor of his birthday, January 15, 1
am asking people to read the letter
that Dr. King was responding to. If you
read that letter, then you will under-
stand why you cannot tolerate hate.

————

ADMINISTRATION’S OIL DRILLING
PLAN INCLUDES FLORIDA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. CURBELO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, last week, the Department of the
Interior announced a newly proposed
plan to expand offshore drilling off our
country’s coasts, including Florida’s.
Shortly after making the announce-
ment, Secretary Zinke guaranteed that
States will have a voice in this process.

So I have come to the floor today as
the elected Representative of the Flor-
ida Keys and southern Miami-Dade, a
district that includes ecological treas-
ures and economic drivers like the
Florida Keys National Marine Sanc-
tuary, Everglades National Park, and
Biscayne National Park, to be that
voice.

I can say this with confidence: the
people of Florida and its leaders, in-
cluding myself, have made it clear over
and over again how we feel about off-
shore drilling near Florida. We don’t
want it.

We don’t want to put our beautiful
beaches and environmental treasures
at risk. We don’t want to risk the live-
lihoods of millions of hardworking
American men, women, and families
when there is no need. Florida simply
has too much to lose.

Mr. Speaker, I, along with many of
my colleagues in this Chamber, both
Florida Senators MARCO RUBIO and
BILL NELSON, and our Governor Rick
Scott, are going to make sure Florida’s
voice is heard loud and clear on this
issue: we don’t want drilling near Flor-
ida’s shores, we don’t need drilling near
Florida’s shores, and we will not allow
this or any administration to put our
economy or our environment at risk.
HONORING MILKEN EDUCATOR AWARD RECIPIENT

DALE ADAMSON

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Dale Adamson,
a dedicated teacher of mathematics at
Howard D. McMillan Middle School in
my district and a recent recipient of
the prestigious Milken Educator
Award.

Central to Mr. Adamson’s selection
was his classroom rapport with stu-
dents, ability to explain complicated
concepts through real-world applica-
tions, and a daily commitment to his
craft. Not satisfied with simply lec-
turing on abstract theories at the
chalkboard, Mr. Adamson gained well-
deserved renown for exciting his stu-
dents with real-world problems like
how algebra was used by NASA re-
cently to land a probe on an asteroid or
the multitude of mathematical prin-
ciples one might observe launching ob-
jects off the school’s roof.
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The Milken Family Foundation’s
motto states that ‘‘the future belongs
to the educated.”

As a past member of the Miami-Dade
School Board and the proud father of
two daughters in the public school sys-
tem, I am glad to have teachers like
Mr. Adamson in our community. I sin-
cerely believe that educators with the
heart and imagination displayed by Mr.
Adamson are the key to unlocking the
next generation’s potential.

IMMIGRATION POLICY

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remind my col-
leagues how critical it is that Repub-
licans and Democrats work in good
faith to find a compromise on immigra-
tion policy in the coming days.

Congress first began trying to pass
legislation for the benefit of young im-
migrants who were brought to our
country as children through no fault of
their own some 17 years ago. All at-
tempts have failed, but this time fail-
ure is not an option.

800,000 DREAMers who came forward
and registered with the government in
recent years would be at risk. These
are young people who are working,
paying taxes, getting educated, and
contributing to our country. They
speak English. Some of them want to
serve in our military to defend our
freedoms. They sat in the same class-
rooms and grew up with our own chil-
dren. Many have no memories of their
countries of origin.

Mr. Speaker, these are America’s
children. That is why we all need to
work together in the coming days and
find a compromise that can secure the
future for these young immigrants and,
at the same time, make our country
safer and more prosperous by securing
our borders and reforming our immi-
gration laws.

Americans have been expecting re-
sults from Congress on immigration
policy for years. Enough is enough. The
time for action is now.

———

A YEAR OF RESULTS FOR THE
NORTH COUNTRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New York (Ms. STEFANIK) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I want
to take a moment today to highlight
the real results we have achieved on
behalf of north country families in this
Congress.

In 2017, we worked on many impor-
tant initiatives to grow the mnorth
country economy, support our veterans
and military families, strengthen our
local healthcare system, and improve
education. In fact, last year alone, the
House of Representatives passed more
than 470 bills and resolutions, 90 per-
cent of which are bipartisan.

In Congress, I focused on important
legislation to grow our local economy.
I recently introduced two bills that
will increase access to rural broadband
and help our north country farmers
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bring their production into the 2lst
century.

I also helped the House pass legisla-
tion to strengthen career and technical
education programs. This bipartisan
bill updates Federal career and tech-
nical education policies to help more
students gain the skills they need to
compete for in-demand jobs.

I have also introduced bipartisan leg-
islation to boost north country tour-
ism by extending the time Canadian
visitors can spend each year in the
United States.

We have also made significant strides
when it comes to education. For the
past 3 years, I have worked to ensure
that our students have the educational
opportunities to achieve their limitless
potential. In my first year in Congress,
I introduced a bill to expand Pell grant
access so that students can access this
critical financial aid resource during
summer months. I was pleased to see
my initiative for year-round Pell
signed into law this past May, meaning
students and families in our district
now have another important tool to
achieve their higher education dreams.

As the proud Representative of Fort
Drum and the Navy nuclear site at
Kesselring, my district is home to
thousands of military families that
make incredible sacrifices serving our
Nation.

In 2017, I was pleased to have a bill I
authored pass the House of Representa-
tives to help military spouses. This leg-
islation eliminates a loophole that re-
quires military spouses to establish
residency every time their service-
member receives a new assignment.

I also introduced two bills that will
help military spouses that were signed
into law in December. The Lift the Re-
location Burden from Military Spouses
Act increases professional license port-
ability. This provides reimbursement
for licensing fees of up to $500 for each
permanent change of station. The sec-
ond is the Military Residency Choice
Act, which allows spouses the choice to
establish the same State of residency
as their servicemember spouse for vot-
ing and tax purposes.

New York’s 21st District is the proud
home of more veterans than any other
district in New York State. My district
offices have been hard at work on their
behalf helping to recover over $2.25
million in hard-earned VA benefits for
our veterans.

Congress also passed an extension of
the GI Bill education benefits that lifts
the expiration on when they can be
used, giving veterans more flexibility
to attend higher education institu-
tions.

Last summer, Congress passed the
Department of Veterans Affairs Ac-
countability and Whistleblower Protec-
tion Act, which President Trump
signed into law. This important law
makes it easier to terminate failing VA
employees and provides stronger pro-
tections for whistleblowers who raise
the alarm over wait lists or medical
malpractice.
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